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D o cu m e n ta ry  Fe a tu re  Fi lm s  Fi n i s h e d

EL PILAR

By Esthe r Case s
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P ro d uce d  b y S IQ S I

S ale s Age nt Co ntact p ro d uce r

Fiestas del Pilar was the  name  o n the  lab e l that (unti l the

19 9 0 s) id e nti fie d  o ne  o f the  cans co nta ining fi lm

se cre tly d e ve lo p e d  at the  Fo to fi lm lab  in Barce lo na.  In

fact i t  was the  “co d e -name ” inve nte d  b y the  d ire cto r,

Mane l Este b an Marq uille s in the  19 70 s, to  hid e  a

co lle ctio n o f p o li t ical fi lms sho t in S p ain o ve r two

d e cad e s.  The  fi lms p e ne trate  the  human te rri to rie s o f

so cial co nte statio n, swe e p ing away the  o ffic ia l Fo rd ist

cliché s fo r the  wo rking classe s, se tting up  a  ne w e thical

and  ae sthe tic  cano n that transfo rme d  the  S p anish

so cie ty o f the  t ime .

Fifty ye ars afte r fi lming, so me  o f the  ano nymo us autho rs,

who  b e came  e xce p tio nal figure s at a  ke y mo me nt in

co nte mp o rary S p anish histo ry, e xp la in ho w the y

manage d  to  succe ssfully make  the  mo vie s

cland e stine ly.  And , mo re  than half a  ce ntury late r, the y

e xp re ss the ir tho ughts ab o ut the  p re se nt t ime , b e twe e n

the  uto p ian fo rce s o f the  19 6 0 s and  the  p o st-lib e ral

d igita l e co no my.
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This catalogue was published in February 2020 and is 
mainly aimed at festival programmers, sales agents, 
distributors, producers and ǻnancers.
The status of each production listed may vary throughout 
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Catalataln Films & Tv fo further information.
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